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1973aa-5. Survey to compile registration and vot-
ing statistics.

(a) Elections to House of Rep-
resentatives and elections
designated by United States
Commission on Civil Rights.

(b) Prohibition against compulsion
to disclose personal data; ad-
vice of rights.

(c) Report to Congress.

(d) Confidentiality of information;
penalties.

Voting assistance for blind, disabled or
illiterate persons.

SUBCHAPTER I-C—EIGHTEEN-YEAR-OLD VOTING

1973aa-6.

AGE
1973bb. Enforcement of twenty-sixth amend-
ment.
1973bb-1. “State’”” defined.

1973bb-2 to 1973bb—4. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER I-D—FEDERAL ABSENTEE VOTING
ASSISTANCE

PART I—RECOMMENDATION TO STATES
1973cc to 1973cc-3. Repealed.
PART II—RESPONSIBILITIES OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
1973cc-11 to 1973cc-15. Repealed.
PART III—GENERAL PROVISIONS

1973cc-21 to 1973cc-26. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER I-E—VOTING RIGHTS OF OVERSEAS
CITIZENS

1973dd to 1973dd-6. Repealed.

SUBCHAPTER I-F—VOTING ACCESSIBILITY FOR
THE ELDERLY AND HANDICAPPED

Congressional declaration of purpose.
Selection of polling facilities.

(a) Accessibility to all polling
places as responsibility of
each political subdivision.

(b) Exception.

(c) Report to Federal
Commission.

Selection of registration facilities.
Registration and voting aids.

(a) Printed instructions; tele-
communications devices for
the deaf.

(b) Medical certification.

(c) Notice of availability of aids.

Enforcement.

(a) Action for declaratory or in-
junctive relief.

(b) Prerequisite notice
compliance.

(c) Attorney fees.

Relationship to Voting Rights Act of
1965.
1973ee-6. Definitions.

SUBCHAPTER I-G—REGISTRATION AND VOTING
BY ABSENT UNIFORMED SERVICES VOTERS
AND OVERSEAS VOTERS IN ELECTIONS FOR
FEDERAL OFFICE

1973ee.
1973ee-1.

Election

1973ee-2.
1973ee-3.

1973ee—4.

of non-

1973ee-5.

1973ff. Federal responsibilities.
(a) Presidential designee.
(b) Duties of Presidential designee.
(c) Duties of other Federal offi-
cials.
1973ff-1. State responsibilities.
1973ff-2. Federal write-in absentee ballot for over-

seas voters in general elections for
Federal office.
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(a) In general.
(b) Submission and processing.
(c) Special rules.
(d) Second ballot submission; in-
struction to overseas voter.
(e) Use of approved State absentee
ballot in place of Federal
write-in absentee ballot.
(f) Certain States exempted.
1973ff-3. Recommendations to States to maximize
access to polls by absent uniformed
services voters and overseas voters.
1973ff-4. Enforcement.
1973ff-5. Effect on certain other laws.
1973ff-6. Definitions.
SUBCHAPTER I-H—NATIONAL VOTER
REGISTRATION
1973gg. Findings and purposes.
(a) Findings.
(b) Purposes.
1973gg-1. Definitions.
1973gg-2. National procedures for voter registra-
tion for elections for Federal office.
(a) In general.
(b) Nonapplicability to certain
States.
1973gg-3. Simultaneous application for voter reg-
istration and application for motor ve-
hicle driver’s license.
(a) In general.
(b) Limitation on use of informa-
tion.
(c) Forms and procedures.
(d) Change of address.
(e) Transmittal deadline.
1973gg-4. Mail registration.
(a) Form.
(b) Availability of forms.
(c) First-time voters.
(d) Undelivered notices.
1973gg-5. Voter registration agencies.
(a) Designation.
(b) Federal Government and pri-
vate sector cooperation.
(c) Armed Forces recruitment of-
fices.
(d) Transmittal deadline.
1973gg-6. Requirements with respect to adminis-
tration of voter registration.
(a) In general.
(b) Confirmation of voter registra-
tion.
(c) Voter removal programs.
(d) Removal of names from voting
rolls.
(e) Procedure for voting following
failure to return card.
(f) Change of voting address within
a jurisdiction.
(g) Conviction in Federal court.
(h) Omitted.
(i) Public disclosure of voter reg-
istration activities.
(j) “Registrar’s jurisdiction” de-
fined.
1973gg-T. Federal coordination and regulations.
(a) In general.
(b) Contents of mail voter registra-
tion form.
1973gg-8. Designation of chief State election offi-
cial.
1973gg-9. Civil enforcement and private right of
action.

(a) Attorney General.
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(b) Private right of action.
(c) Attorney’s fees.
(d) Relation to other laws.
1973gg-10. Criminal penalties.

SUBCHAPTER II-FEDERAL ELECTION RECORDS

1974. Retention and preservation of records
and papers by officers of elections; de-
posit with custodian; penalty for viola-

tion.

1974a. Theft, destruction, concealment, mutila-
tion, or alteration of records or papers;
penalties.

1974b. Demand for records or papers by Attor-
ney General or representative; state-
ment of basis and purpose.

1974c. Disclosure of records or papers.

1974d. Jurisdiction to compel production of
records or papers.

1974e. “Officer of election’ defined.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERALLY
§1971. Voting rights

(a) Race, color, or previous condition not to af-
fect right to vote; uniform standards for vot-
ing qualifications; errors or omissions from
papers; literacy tests; agreements between
Attorney General and State or local authori-
ties; definitions

(1) All citizens of the United States who are
otherwise qualified by law to vote at any elec-
tion by the people in any State, Territory, dis-
trict, county, city, parish, township, school dis-
trict, municipality, or other territorial subdivi-
sion, shall be entitled and allowed to vote at all
such elections, without distinction of race,
color, or previous condition of servitude; any
constitution, law, custom, usage, or regulation
of any State or Territory, or by or under its au-
thority, to the contrary notwithstanding.

(2) No person acting under color of law shall—

(A) in determining whether any individual is
qualified under State law or laws to vote in
any election, apply any standard, practice, or
procedure different from the standards, prac-
tices, or procedures applied under such law or
laws to other individuals within the same
county, parish, or similar political subdivision
who have been found by State officials to be
qualified to vote;

(B) deny the right of any individual to vote
in any election because of an error or omission
on any record or paper relating to any applica-
tion, registration, or other act requisite to
voting, if such error or omission is not mate-
rial in determining whether such individual is
qualified under State law to vote in such elec-
tion; or

(C) employ any literacy test as a qualifica-
tion for voting in any election unless (i) such
test is administered to each individual and is
conducted wholly in writing, and (ii) a cer-
tified copy of the test and of the answers given
by the individual is furnished to him within
twenty-five days of the submission of his re-
quest made within the period of time during
which records and papers are required to be re-
tained and preserved pursuant to title IIT of
the Civil Rights Act of 1960 [42 U.S.C. 1974 et
seq.]: Provided, however, That the Attorney
General may enter into agreements with ap-
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propriate State or local authorities that prep-
aration, conduct, and maintenance of such
tests in accordance with the provisions of ap-
plicable State or local law, including such spe-
cial provisions as are necessary in the prepara-
tion, conduct, and maintenance of such tests
for persons who are blind or otherwise phys-
ically handicapped, meet the purposes of this
subparagraph and constitute compliance
therewith.

(3) For purposes of this subsection—
(A) the term ‘‘vote’” shall have the same
meaning as in subsection (e) of this section;
(B) the phrase ‘‘literacy test’” includes any
test of the ability to read, write, understand,
or interpret any matter.

(b) Intimidation, threats, or coercion

No person, whether acting under color of law
or otherwise, shall intimidate, threaten, coerce,
or attempt to intimidate, threaten, or coerce
any other person for the purpose of interfering
with the right of such other person to vote or to
vote as he may choose, or of causing such other
person to vote for, or not to vote for, any can-
didate for the office of President, Vice Presi-
dent, presidential elector, Member of the Sen-
ate, or Member of the House of Representatives,
Delegates or Commissioners from the Terri-
tories or possessions, at any general, special, or
primary election held solely or in part for the
purpose of selecting or electing any such can-
didate.

(c) Preventive relief; injunction; rebuttable lit-
eracy presumption; liability of United States
for costs; State as party defendant

Whenever any person has engaged or there are
reasonable grounds to believe that any person is
about to engage in any act or practice which
would deprive any other person of any right or
privilege secured by subsection (a) or (b) of this
section, the Attorney General may institute for
the United States, or in the name of the United
States, a civil action or other proper proceeding
for preventive relief, including an application
for a permanent or temporary injunction, re-
straining order, or other order. If in any such
proceeding literacy is a relevant fact there shall
be a rebuttable presumption that any person
who has not been adjudged an incompetent and
who has completed the sixth grade in a public
school in, or a private school accredited by, any
State or territory, the District of Columbia, or
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico where in-
struction is carried on predominantly in the
English language, possesses sufficient literacy,
comprehension, and intelligence to vote in any
election. In any proceeding hereunder the
United States shall be liable for costs the same
as a private person. Whenever, in a proceeding
instituted under this subsection any official of a
State or subdivision thereof is alleged to have
committed any act or practice constituting a
deprivation of any right or privilege secured by
subsection (a) of this section, the act or practice
shall also be deemed that of the State and the
State may be joined as a party defendant and, if,
prior to the institution of such proceeding, such
official has resigned or has been relieved of his
office and no successor has assumed such office,
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